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THE HiDDEN M ESsAGE BEHIND

NOAH AND THE

GREAT FLoOD

“But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Scn of man be” — Matthew 24:37

Most Christians today sense that we aréngdj in the

whom | have created from the face of the earthhboan

propheticend timesThis is for good reason, because desand beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowlhefair,

gave his disciples a hidden messagg
in Matthew 24 abouthe days of
Noah which provides Scriptura
confirmation that we are, indee(
living in thelast days.

In fact, Matthew 24:37 is b
one of many symbolic prophecies

are diligently seeking truth. Th
comparison between thdays of Noah
to that of thecoming of the Son of ma
is what is termed &ype and antitype.
The termtype can best be understoo
by looking at a rubber stamp. T
stamp can be considered tiype and
when ink is applied and pressed upo
paper, the image left behind is callec
the antitype—a representation of the

for it repenteth me that | have made
them. But Noah found grace ineth
eyes of the LORD!

This description of thetype
portrays a time when theons of Gd
left their position in heaven as angeli
beings and took women of Adami
stock as wives. Moreover, the childre
born of these angels were hybrid
race—different from Adam’s family
They were giants both physicajt
and mentally—-men of renownalso
known as Nephilim (Genesis 64
Because of their superior stafure
they became tyrants over the huma
race, and wickedness filled the dart
to the point where God saw that i
He did not intervene, there would

original. ComparingNoah's daywith the prophetic secoh be no hope of saving the human race from self wii&in.

advent of Jesus Christ is just suclype and antitypewhich
reveals a fascinatingidden message Christ's followers

“THerRe WERE GIANTS IN THE EARTH”
Because¢ Jesus gave to his disciples this parallel of
the days of Noahas a prophetic evidence of his refyr

AnTiTYPIcAL GIANTS OF THE LATTER DAvs
Of Noah's day, God said thaeVil andviolence filledthe
earth continually”And is it not so today? There is sugh
thirst for evil, violence and self-gratificatioratt, if it is not
actually happening on the face of the earth, therinmen

it should motivate allof his followers to review the industry will create it to feed the depraved imadgjon. Tre

condition: that existec in Noal’s day, over four thousan
years ago. Knowing exactly what happened then kel
in understanding how Jesus was wppl this picture t
his second advent. The conditionsNdah's dayare founc

Scriptures declare that this evil will increasatounparallele
climax:...a time of trouble, such as never was sincedhes
a nation... the wicked shall do wickedlyDaniel 12:1, 10

It was the improper blending of the spiritual withe

in Genesis 6:4-8‘There were giants in the earth in theos natural that brought into being the giants of oltiemes an

days; and also after that, when the sons of Godecam
unto the daughters of men, and they bare childeethém

their corruption throughout the earth. And in this find ¢
remarkableparallel in our time. Are there not amongst me

the same became mighty men which were of old, rhentoday giants of a different sort of almost unlinditeowef:

renown. And God saw that the wickedness of margvest
in the earth, and that every imagination of the utlots
of his heart was only evil continually. And it reped the
LORD that he had made man on the earth, and itvede
him at his heart. And the LORD said, | will destiman

Do we not see increasing protests against the ipaljt
social, financial and religious princes of the kasho hae
become too greedy, too powerful? Christian natiblesse
with greater spiritual enlightenment, have had aage
responsibility to exercise the principles of rightisness.
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However, the improper blendirg of this enlightenmet with
the spirit of greed has brought about giant ingtihs whid
are oppressing the podOur struggle is not against flesh dn
blood, but against the rulers, against the powerginst tte
world forces of this darkness, against the spititiceices d
wickedness in the heavenly placé&ghesians 6:12 (NAS)
This spirit of selfishness has brought violence anii to
an unprecedented level throughout t
earth. And, as a consequence, a dellige i'
of another sort is about to overwhelm t
tyrannical political, social, financial an
religious institutions of this present time.

REVEALING THE HIDDEN MESSAGE |

Noah's day covered a period of 120
years—a period of preparation, buﬂdmg‘*ﬂi’
the Ark and preaching righteousness: -
(Genesis 6:14-22) As Noah waresent |
for a considerable time before the floogi
so it will be in theantitype—Christ will J#%
be presentfor a period of time beforg
the climax of this age—engaged
preparing hisark of safety.

ridiculed Noeh ard his work. Likewise today, meny ate rebuffed
who rejoice to see theresence of the Son of méamhere shal
come in the last days scoffers, walking after tioamn lusts, ad

saying, ‘Where is the promise of His conipgrousia/presence]

“ (2 Peter 3:3-4) As conditions in Noah’s day blindee people

to his work and purpose, likewise those living jodee so
caught up in their busy lives that they lack tharawess of
Christs work and purposeFor as in the days that
were before the flood they were eatingl an
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage
until the day that Noah entered intoeth
ark, and knew not until the flood came
and took them all away; so shall alsaeth
coming [presence] of the Son of nm
be! (Matthew 24: 38, 39) Thus, it sa
not the flood, but the presence and wofrk
Noah before the flood which prefigdre
the return of Christ at his second advent
Not only is Jesus’ return spokerd o
as being secretive and thief-likbut it
is also spoken of as snare upon th
world. (2 Peter 3:10; Luke 21:34-35)sA
life continues its hectic paceeating,

drlnklng and marrying-it is a temptation for the Christia
to be swept along with this rapid current of lifiedato becora

numb as to the reality around thefiherefore let us not slegp
as do others; but let us watch and be soldeThessalonians 5:6

Another key in understanding the hidden messabenvsg
an accurate translation of the Greek words in Maitt24
Poor translations have misled Christians ititimking tha
the conditions we see in the earth today are twdgding t
his coming In in Matthew 24:3 and 37, this woodmingin

the Greek isparousia—para, meaning beside or along sid
of, andousig a form of the verlio be Instead of the KJ
wording: “so shall also theoming of the Son of man bethe

RamnBow IN THE CLoubs
Connected with the Matthew 24 prophecy is Jesasesten
that His second coming would beerin theclouds This is anothe

thought should more properly be translatesb shall alo  symbolic statement. The Scriptures use the tdoodsto pictue
the presenceof the Son of man be.As Noah wagpresentin  trouble, and we certainly are living in troubloireés, with evey
his day, it would then be logical to presume that Jesus avouleye beholding this condition throughout the eatéphaniah 1.3
also bepresentin his day. But this concept totally overtusn verifies what theseloudsrepresenti{That day is a day of wratha
traditional Christian teaching. How can those logkifor ¢ day of trouble and distress...and gloominess, aalajyouds ad
futurecomingof Christ accept that he could already be here? thick darkness...The world is experiencing trouble, because e
In 2 Peter 3:10 the Apostle Peter explains exduly the is shaking up and tearing down this old order whitthculminate
is possible:*But the day of the Lord will come as a thief i in thegreat tribulationof Matthew 24:21. See also Isaiah 13:1
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass awdk a Returning to theype of Noah's day, when the rain began t
great noise.."Just as Noah was ignored by the people of histop, the sun shown through and created a rairlbovas after
day, so too, the second advent of Christ will beeam asé the flood that God made what is knowrtlaes rainbow ceenant
arrives as dhief in the nightThe first stage of hisomingor  (Genesis 8:20-21; 9:11-13)) establish My covenant with you
presencewill be invisible, unseen, thief-like, and the wank and all flesh shall never again be cut off... Tikithe sign ofhe
will be doing will parallel that of Noah's work. Enefore, te  covenant which | am making between Me and you aed/e
many signs ohis comingn Matthew 24 are actually thegre  living creature that is with you, for all successigeneations; |
of Christ beingporesent—already here, setting things in matio set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sigra covenan
that will eradicate the corruption that is in tlaeth. between Me and the earth... | will not again cuteeground an
more for man s sake... neither will | again smitly anore gery
thing living, as | have doneThis unconditional covenant was
promise, and the rainbow wasakenor asign of that coenant
Even today it is a constant reminder of God’s faitiess.
Understanding thantitypeof this covenant is critical. Th
promise was made tl flesh—not merely to the human race

ScOFFERS IN THE LAsST DArs
The prophetic signs given in Matthew 24 weigen to
encourage and enthuse Christians, but they havepposite
effect upon the world at large. When Noeh was building the
ark in preparation for the flood there waenffers—those who



God's promise was that He would never again destoy every

In the type, it was after the flood thet the rainkow covenart

living thing. The purpose dlloah's arkwas to preserve lifete  was made with Noah. Likewise, it is after tireat tribulatian

carry with Noah theseeddor a newworld—not a newplanet—
but a new civilization upon the earth.

that Christ will make aew covenanwith all fleshthrough tte

nation of Israel. Call to mind God's descriptiontbis sare

Jesus confirmed this beautiful rainbow of promise igreat event. After telling that the whole earth wé devourd
Matthew 24:22 when he saithnd except those days shdul with the fire of His jealousy, he addShen will | turn to

be shortened, there should no flesh be sav&tlhat does tis
imply? God will not permit the troubl
to go so far as to destral flesh—
there will, indeed be flesh saved. T
is a very important distinction betwee
the type and the antitype. In Noah's
day all flesh that was not in the ark was
destroyed. By contrast, in Jesus’ da
all flesh will not be destroyed. This is &
distinction that makes a big difference
to the world of mankind. Luke 9:55, 56

“...the times of

THE ARK OF SALVATION
In the type, Noah and his family
prepared an ark—a means of salvati®
for the human family and for thg
preservation of the animal kingdon®
So, too, in theantitype, Christ is doing a preparatory wor
for the salvation of the world. Even now, we see é¢videne
of that work which started with the regatheringtbé Jew
to their homeland. This criticadign in context with Jesus
work at his return is shown in Matthew 24:32 whésead
is described abudding forthas afig tree Fulfillment of thk
prophecy is evident as Israel has taken its plameng tte
most productive and stable nations of the worldo&rg:14
Yes, as Noah's ark was for the purpose of savifig li

refreshing shall come ™
from the presence
of the Lord...’

— Acts 3:19 —

the people a pure language, that they may all gpthn tte

name of the LORD, to serve him with
one consent.(Zephaniah 3:8, 9) Thu
we are shown that the fire which dhal
devour the whole earth will notebt
literal one, but symbolic, for although
the socid structuie will be entirely
consumed the people will remain
Then Godwill give unto the people
His messae of truth in its purity.
“The Sun of Righteousness shall aris
with healing in his wings;and “the
earth shall be full with the knowleelg
of the Lord as the waters covereth
great sea’(Malachi 4:2; Isaiah 11)9
This will be the beginning of theen
heavens and the new earspoken
of in 2 Peter 3:13 and the last three chapterseseRtion.

CLoups wiTH A SiLvErR LINING
If we recognize that we are ithe last daysthen ve
should rejoice in the prospect that thisl viiting abou
a new start—anew heavensnd anew earth.We can b
thankful that this is not just about saving oursslalone
The loving plan of God is broader than just a handft
Christians who accept His Son nol goes back to tt

so the antitypical ark that Jesus is preparing is foreth promise given to Abraham that in lised—Christ andhis

purpose of saving life. After the flood, Noah and family
were given the important work of replenishitite earth
After the great tribulation of our day, theantitypical Noah
and his family (Christ and his faithful cleb) will also
have a special work to do. Their work whlé to restar
life and the paradise that was lost in the Gardefden
Acts 3:19-21 assures us of this work associatedh v
second advent of Christ...the times of refreshing sHal
come from the presence of the Lord; Andshall sen
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto yohonw
the heaven must receive until the times of restiubf al
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of &llholy
prophets since the world beganThis beautiful prospéc
is also confirmed in Revelation 22:17, whispeaks D
the work of Christ and his churchAnd the Spirit aw
the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth €gme
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoevel, vigt
him take the water of life freelyHere we see that Chtis
and the church call to the inhabitants of the eairthiting
them tohear the words that will bring them life—not ¢h
life that ends in death as we see it now, butéierlasting.

church—shall all families of the earth be blessd@alatians
3:29; Genesis 22:17, 18) We know that this is glpegy
of a future time, forall families have certainl not bee
blessed as yet. In thgpe of Noah and his family, sahtior
meant the beginning of a neworld. In the antitype it
is much broader than that. The ones who are savéus
antitypical ark—the church—are the ones who wilesx
the remainder oéll fleshin due time. This is thgospel—
the real good newsBy God's mercy, this poprdelude
world will then have the opportunity to be broudfatck to
all that was lost when Adam sinned—hunyaerfectior
and everlasting life in a paradise restored—Jdgasbeinc
the ransom price to accomplish this. 1 Timothy &:3k10

This is thesilver lining to the clouds of trouble. And
as the sun shines through the rain and createsaihieow
we can also see beyond the clouds this beautikdntaf
God’s love and promise to provide, proteod gprepag
the world for an eternity of future blessings. Tét®m
clouds of the great tribulation do not signify twed—they
forecast the beginning of themes of refreshing whic
shall come from the presence of the Lord!
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